
 

COVID-19 UPDATE 
Week 5 

 
Schools are operating full time while actively following health advice 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
The NSW Department of Education have provided updated information to schools about our 
management of COVID-19. There a number of changes that we are making which are outlined 
below. We understand that this is a lot of information, but we ask that you read it all carefully and 
ensure that it is communicated to anyone who drops off or picks up your children from school. 
 
Many of these changes relate to the operation of the school during the day and will have little or 
no impact on our families. However, we will need to maintain a staggered pick schedule in the 
afternoon. Please read the information about drop off and pick up of students carefully. These 
changes will be in place from Monday 24 August. 
 
Morning Drop off 
Students will be greeted at the gate by Miss Lisa. Parents are not to enter the school grounds. 
 
Afternoon Pick up 
Although we had hoped to return to a 3.15pm pick up for everyone next week, with the new 
guidelines in place we are required to maintain a staggered pick up. We have been reflective of 
P&C feedback so have adjusted the times slightly. Parents are not to enter the school grounds.  
 
3pm pick up for Year 1 (1S top gate, 1L bottom gate on Lansdowne St) 
 
3.15pm pick up for Kindergarten and Year 2 (2L top gate, KO bottom gate) 
Parents should ensure school pick up and drop off arrangements enable them to physically distance 
from one another and from staff. 

 
School attendance 
Schools continue to be safe, and operations are in line with Australian Health Protection Principal 
Committee (AHPPC) and NSW Health advice. All students should be learning at school unless they 
are unwell or have a medical certificate to support their absence. 
 
The activities that are permitted at school will be conducted in a way that is safe and appropriate 
in the current environment. Those that remain on hold will be reviewed during the term and will 
recommence when appropriate, based on health and other relevant advice. 
 
Students should be at school unless: 
• they have a medical certificate which states that they are unable to return to school due to an 
ongoing medical condition and the expected timeframe 
• they are currently unwell.  
 



 

In accordance with advice from NSW Health, parents and carers are reminded NOT to send children 
to school if they are unwell, even if they have the mildest flu-like symptoms. Schools will make 
arrangements for students who present as unwell or have flu like symptoms to be sent home. 
 
NSW Health have requested that schools encourage anyone who is unwell or has even mild flu-like 
symptoms, to arrange to be tested through their local medical practitioner or one of the COVID 
clinics. https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/how-to-protect-yourself-and-others/clinics 

 
Students and staff with flu like symptoms will need to provide a copy of a negative COVID-19 test 
result before being permitted to return to school.  

 
What does this mean for Hurstville Grove Infants School? 
Additional safety measures for school activities have been put in place to minimize the risk of  
COVID-19 transmission in schools for the remainder of Term 3. 
 
The following principles underpin these measures: 
 Only providers that are essential to the delivery of curriculum can continue to provide services 

and programs until further notice. 
 Parents/carers and other non-essential visitors are not allowed on the school site. 
 All group singing (choirs) and/or other chanting activities are not permitted.  

 
Activities that can take place: 
 Use of the school library 
 Engage in our Friday sporting program with Bluefit 
 Lunch club can continue with restrictions 
 Dance with Miss Larissa  
 School photos 
 Allied Health services such as our speech program  
 The new building will still proceed as scheduled  
 SRE/SEE lessons will continue on Thursday afternoons.  

 
Changes & Activities on hold for now as per DoE Guidelines:  
 P&C meetings and events must only be offered on-line 
 Parent/teacher meetings will be online unless involving serious matters that require face to 

face discussion. 
 Music Bus has been suspended until further notice.  
 Kindergarten Orientation 
 Excursions 
 Parent and carer attendance at assemblies and other school events 
 Parent and carer volunteers – e.g. parent reading helpers  

 
If you have any questions about any of the updated COVID-19 guidelines that were released by the 
department of education this week, please contact me on 9580 5361. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Kylie McKinnon 
Principal 
20 August 2020 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/how-to-protect-yourself-and-others/clinics

